Dear Parents, 

I’m writing to ask for your help on an exciting project. The kids will be creating a collage of their family customs to share with the class. I focused mine on Fall/Winter holidays, but really you could share any custom or tradition your family has. Please help your child collect photographs, draw pictures, write short descriptions, etc in order to illustrate your family traditions. 

Here are some topics to give you ideas…

Names of family members

Holidays we celebrate

Yummy foods

Stories we read

Decorations

Friends and family visits

Games we play

Clothes we wear

Songs we sing

Gifts we give

Trips we take

We will also be writing in a journal at school on some of these topics. You can help your child be ready by completing this project. I will also let you know what we will be writing about so you can help your child brainstorm. Don’t be alarmed if your child does not have something for one of the pages, such as you don’t wear specific clothes or take a trip… they can skip that day and write about something else related to family traditions. No problem ( 

Please see the attached sheet for your child’s due date. Each child will share his or her project on the day it’s due. 

If you would like to see my example, please visit ______________

After the children show their collages to the class, we will make a bulletin board in the hallway displaying all our family traditions! 
Parent Help

As we create our family journals, we’d love some parent help. I’d like to give an example for each journal page that we do, but if I gave it every day it would get very boring (and the kids wouldn’t learn much). Instead, I would love some volunteers to create examples for us. As soon as I know you are volunteering, I’d send home a paper for you to fill out. For example, let’s say you are helping us with “Stories We Read.” You would draw a picture at the top (don’t worry about drawing skills) of your family reading a story together, then you would write a sentence or two about the stories you read. For example: 

“In my family, we always read the book, “Twas the Night Before Christmas.” By the time I was three, I had the book completely memorized and could “read” it myself! 

Then, on the day that you were volunteering, you’d come in and show the kids your example. If you were doing the stories, you could read a story to the kids that you read at home. If you were doing decorations, you could bring some examples of decorations. If you were doing clothes, you could dress up or bring in some clothes to show the kids etc. The whole thing should take only 5 or 10 minutes, but I know the kids will love it. You are welcome to stay as the kids complete their own journal entry (another 15-20 minutes) or you could leave right after your presentation, completely up to you. 

Monday December 6th 9:15am- A Holiday We Celebrate

Wednesday December 8th 9:30am- Yummy Foods

Thursday December 9th 9:15 am- Clothes We Wear

Friday December 10th 9:30am- Stories We Read

Monday December 13th 9:15 am- Decorations

Wednesday December 15th 9:30 am- Friends and Family Visits

Thursday December 16th 9:15 am- Gifts We Give

Friday December 17th 9:30 am- Songs We Sing

Monday December 20th 9:15 am- Trips We Take

If you’d like to help with any of these topics, please drop me an e-mail letting me know the date you would like to help and give me a general idea of what you’d be doing. I will take volunteers first come, but I also would like to represent a variety of different holidays and traditions so we can learn as much as possible. Thanks for your help ( 
